
 

 

Commonly   Misunderstood   Baseball   Rules   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Myth:    A   batted   ball   that   hits   home   plate   is   a   foul   ball.  
 
Fact:   Home   plate   lies   entirely   within   fair   territory.   It   is   only   ruled   a   foul   ball   if   it   comes   to   rest  
or   is   first   touched   in   foul   territory.  
 
Myth:     A   baserunner   must   always   slide   on   a   close   play   at   a   base   or   home   plate.   
Fact:    There   is   no   "must   slide   rule."    However,   the   runner   must   attempt   to   avoid   colliding  
with   a   fielder   who   is   making   the   tag.    This   can   be   done   by   sliding   or   attempting   to   go   around  
the   tag.  
 
Myth:     When   overrunning   first   base,   the   runner   must   turn   to   his   right   and   return   to   the   base  
in   foul   territory,   or   risk   being   tagged   ou t.   
Fact:    The   runner   may   only   be   tagged   out   if   he   first   makes   a   movement   toward   the   next  
base.    Otherwise,   he   is   allowed   to   return   directly   to   the   base   after   coming   to   a   stop .   

 
Myth:     A   baserunner   must   always   slide   on   a   close   play   at   a   base   or   home   plate.   
 
Fact:    There   is   no   “must   slide   rule.”    The   runner   is   required   to   attempt   to   avoid   a   collision.  
This   can   be   done   by   sliding,   or   attempting   to   go   around   the   tag .    

 
Myth :    If   two   base   runners   are   touching   the   same   base,   they   are   both   out.   
 
Fact:    If   two   base   runners   occupying   the   same   base   are   tagged,   the   following   runner   is   out  
(unless   the   preceding   runner   is   forced   to   the   next   base).    

 
Myth:     Any   ball   that   grazes   the   bat   and   goes   backward   is   a   “foul   tip.”    A   foul   tip   is   ruled   a   dead  
ball.   
 
Fact:    By   definition,   a   foul   tip   is   a   ball   that   contacts   the   bat,   goes   sharply   and   directly   to   the  
catcher’s   glove,   and   is   caught.    Otherwise,   it   is   simply   a   “foul   ball.”    The   ball   remains   live   on  
a   “foul   tip”   and   runners   may   advance   at   their   own   risk.   

 
 
 



 

Myth:     The   batter   is   called   “out”   if   his   foot   touches   home   plate   while   hitting   the   ball.   
 
Fact:    The   batter   is   only   ruled   “out”   if   a   foot   is   on   the   ground,   entirely   out   of   the   batter’s   box,  
when   hitting   the   ball.    It   is   possible   for   the   batter’s   foot   to   be   touching   home   plate,   yet   still   in  
the   batter’s   box.   

 
Myth:     If   a   pitch   bounces   before   it   hits   the   batter,   it   is   just   a   “ball”   and   the   batter   is   not   awarded  
first   base.    If   the   pitch   bounces   in   front   of   home   plate,   the   batter   may   not   hit   it.   
 
Fact:    If   a   bounced   pitch   hits   the   batter,   he/she   is   awarded   first   base.    If   a   batter   swings   at   and  
hits   a   pitch   that   bounces   first,   the   ball   is   in   play.    The   fact   that   the   pitch   hit   the   ground   does   not  
affect   either   situation.    

 
Myth:     An   “infield   fly”   cannot   be   called   if   the   ball   lands   in   the   outfield   grass.   
 
Fact:    An   “infield   fly”   is   called   when   in   the   umpire’s   judgement,   an   infielder   can   catch   a   fly   ball  
with   ordinary   effort,   regardless   of   whether   he/she   is   on   the   infield   dirt   or   outfield   grass.    The  
infield   fly   rule   only   applies   when   there   are   less   than   2   outs,   and   runners   on   1st   &   2nd   base,   or  
with   bases   loaded.   

 
Myth:     If   the   batter   “breaks   his   wrists”   or   the   “barrel   of   the   bat   passes   the   front   of   home   plate,”   it  
is   considered   a   swing.   
 
Fact:    It   is   considered   a   swing   when,   in   the   umpire’s   judgement,   the   batter   attempts   to   hit   the  
ball.    The   position   of   the   bat   or   wrists   are   not   part   of   this   rule.    

 
Myth:     An   umpire   should   yell   “fair   ball”   on   a   fair   ball   hit   closely   down   a   foul   line.   
 
Fact:    The   proper   mechanics   for   an   umpire   are   to   quietly   point   in   the   direction   of   fair   territory   to  
rule   a   fair   ball.    If   ruled   to   be   a   foul   ball,   the   umpire   will   verbalize   “foul   ball.”    Players   should  
assume   the   ball   is   fair   until   they   hear   a   call   otherwise.    

 
Myth:     If   a   base   coach   touches   the   base   runner,   the   runner   is   out.   
 
Fact:    Not   necessarily.    The   runner   is   only   ruled   out   if   the   umpire   judges   that   the   coach  
physically   assisted   the   runner   in   advancing   or   returning   to   a   base.    Something   like   a   high   five   or  
fist   bump   while   rounding   the   bases   for   a   home   run   is   not   a   problem.    
 

Myth:    A   tie   goes   to   the   runner.  

Fact:   There   is   no   such   rule.   A   good   umpire   will   never   call   it   a   "tie."   Either   the   runner   got   to  
the   base   first,   or   the   ball   did.  



 

Myth:     The   batter’s   hands   are   part   of   the   bat.    If   a   pitch   hits   the   batter’s   hand,   then   it   is   ruled  
a   foul   ball.  

Fact:    The   batter’s   hands   are   part   of   his   body.    If   the   batter   is   hit   by   the   pitch   on   any   part   of  
his   body,   including   his   hand,   the   batter   is   awarded   first   base.   

There   are   a   couple   exceptions:  

-If   the   pitch   is   within   the   strike   zone   when   it   hits   the   batter,   or   the   batter   attempts   to   swing   at  
the   pitch,   then   it   is   a   strike.  

 
 


